
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Paula Myatt 
A	 graduate	 of	 UW-Madison,	 Paula	 is	 now	 working	 as	 an	 actuarial	
assistant	at	Allianz	Life	in	Minneapolis.	
	
“Researching in FPS was definitely a benefit when I was writing 
research papers in college.  I’ve also noticed that many people I went 
to school with got stuck doing things one way and found it difficult 
when forced to change their thought process or think outside the box.  
I never had that problem.  FPS has remained a large part of my life, 
even post-graduation, since I evaluate at the state and international 
level.  I’ve been lucky enough to meet some of the most amazing 
people!”	

Andy and Kristen Pethan 
Andy went to Olin College of Engineering near 
Boston, fell in love with education in the process, 
and now teaches high school math in Byron, 
MN.  He is married to his former teammate, 
Kristen (Dier). 
  
“FPS	completely	set	my	path	forward	in	life.		I	have	
an	amazing	little	one-year-old	with	my	former	FPS	
teammate,	a	relationship	that	developed	with	all	of	
our	 time	 together	 in	 FPS.	 	 My	 experience	 with	
Community	 Problem	 Solving	 really	 engaged	 me	
with	 our	 local	 sister	 cities	 chapter	 and	 so	 many	
presentation	and	learning	opportunities,	preparing	
me	to	get	into	a	dream	college.		I	still	think	through	
many	problems	consciously	with	 the	FPS	approach	
in	 mind.	 	 Last	 year	 I	 developed	 a	 creativity	
assessment	 that	 was	 heavily	 influenced	 by	 the	
global	issues	booklet	design.”	
	

Nikki (Reich) Shenk 
Nikki	attended	Carleton	College	as	a	psychology	major/educational	
studies	minor.		After	teaching	English	in	Moscow	for	two	years	and	
pursuing	 creative	 arts,	 she	 became	 interested	 in	 floral	 design.	 	 In	
2014,	 she	 and	 her	 husband	 launched	 Linger	 Flowers	
(www.lingerflowers.com).	
	
“My	 connection	 to	 Russia	 is	 entirely	 due	 to	 FPS	 as	 a	 result	 of	 our	
CmPS	project	with	Russian	teammates.	 	 It’s	crazy	to	imagine	my	life	
without	Russia	being	a	central	part	of	it.		I’ve	met	lifelong	friends,	and	
I’m	convinced	I	can	have	an	impact	on	the	future.		It	drives	me	crazy	
to	hear	about	 problems	 that	 sound	 “hopeless”	 –	 I’m	always	 looking	
for	solutions.”	
	

	
	



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Danielle Breidung 
Danielle received a B.A. in sociology and anthropology from 
Washington and Lee University, and an M.Ed. in 
International Higher Education from Loyola University 
(Chicago).  She currently lives in Beaufort, South Carolina 
where she works as a coordinator for the Lowcountry Area 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance IVITA) Program. 
  
“Participating	in	FPS	continues	to	have	a	profound	impact	on	my	
education,	 career,	 plans	 for	 the	 future,	 and	 interpersonal	
relationships.	 	Most	notably,	I	 learned	to	see	undesirable	and/or	
unforeseen	 circumstances	 as	 solvable	 challenges	 rather	 than	
insurmountable	 problems.	 	 This	mindset	 has	 encouraged	me	 to	
pursue	experiences	that	were	outside	of	my	comfort	zone	and	to	
take	 on	 responsibilities	 that	 required	 me	 to	 quickly	 acquire	
additional	 skills.	 	 I	 am	 not	 afraid	 to	 try	 new	 things	 or	 to	 face	
setbacks,	 because	 I	 am	 confident	 in	my	ability	 to	 recognize	and	
rationally	 organize	 challenges,	 identify	 the	 underlying	
problem(s),	 brainstorm	 and	 evaluate	 solutions,	 and	 ultimately	
develop	a	plan	for	addressing	the	issues	at	hand.”	

Dan Jonovic 
Dan is a graduate of UW Madison and currently works at Epic 
Systems in Verona, Wisconsin, as an Integration Engineer.  He 
manages the implementation of interfaces used to exchange 
data between systems at healthcare organizations that are 
installing Epic’s electronic medical records.  He has evaluated 
for the Wisconsin FPS Program for 10 years. 
 
“FPS helped me develop critical thinking skills in middle 
andhigh school that helped prepare me for engineering 
courses.  The process also contributed towards my 
involvement in extracurricular activities at college”.  
	

Michala Meyerhofer 
Michala is currently pursuing a Bachelors of Science 
degree in English and Creative Writing at UW Madison 
and plans to graduate in May of 2016.  She currently 
works at an internship as the content media intern in 
the marketing department at the Memorial Union. 
 
“FPS taught me most importantly to be original!  We 
live in a world where fitting in is so crucial to society, 
and all I ever wanted was to be different.  FPS fosters 
creativity and personality, which are what people look 
for later on in life.” 
	



 
 
 

 
 

 
  

David Buerger 
David currently works as an Elections Specialist with the 
Wisconsin Government Accountability Board.  As a state elections 
administrator, he works to ensuring the integrity of the election 
process, so that Wisconsin elections are free, fair and open to all 
eligible voters.  He is currently an evaluator for Wisconsin FPS and 
FPSPI.  
 
“FPS taught me a problem solving process that I still use today.  
Whether the problem is global warming or an aging voting 
system, the steps to address it are largely the same.”   
 
	

Evan Wolf 
Evan is completing his PhD in Ecology at UC Davis while 
working full-time as a restoration ecologist at Colorado 
State University.  For the past 12 years, he has worked in 
mountain wetlands helping National Parks, National 
Forests, and many other land managers understand 
whether their wetlands are functional or have been de-
stabilized by human impacts, and if so, how they can be 
restored.  His PhD project involves conducting several field 
experiments in Yosemite National Park to determine the 
lasting effects of late-1800s sheep grazing, and the potential 
for restoring ecosystem function.   
 
“During my entire K-12 tenure in the Madison School 
District, no other experience was more influential or 
beneficial to my ability to think broadly and creatively 
than FPS.  At many points in my life, without actively 
thinking about it, I have taken what seemed like the 
obvious, simple and necessary step of evaluating situations 
by prioritizing problems and choosing from a range of 
potential solutions”   
	

Tom Ostby 
Tom is working in Geneva, Switzerland for a multinational 
trading house in agricultural commodities.  He runs the global 
wheat and barley research and analysis, focusing on derivative 
trading opportunities.   
 
“A large part of my work is indirectly related to problem 
solving.  In essence, I crunch numbers comparing the amount 
of food available to the demand for food.  As there are no 
perfect numbers in commodities, it is a constant problem 
solving game to work out the details and identify trading 
opportunities in the market.  ”   
	



 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hannah Creager 
Hannah recently received her PhD from Emory University in 
microbiology.  She is currently working at the Center for 
Disease Control, hoping to start a two-year fellowship in 
medical microbiology in July. 
 
“FPS not only nurtured my critical thinking and writing 
skills, but also connected me with a great group of peers 
during my middle and high school years..” 

 
	


